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- Concestrztion, h;k and ertative prnh%m-solrsng are the grommrap attiibutes neces.ur,r iur ndnry in mdt schwl chess,

\he contenders measured not much taller than the table
tops but their size didn’t prevent them from thrashing
#., it out to the last move. In silence, rows of pint-size
chess players eyed their opponents as they jotted down their
moves, tapped their time clocks and coolly tried to mansuver
their rivals’ pieces into oblivion. Chess is serious business for
the students at Dalton, an exclusive private $chool on New
York City’s Upper East Side. Here kids learn the game in -

kindergarten. By age five, some are competing in natignal
scholastic chess championships.

Why are. the children of New York's affluent and educated
spending time and money learting a game that in the United
States has been stereotyped as a sport for nerds, about as

exciting as watching grass grow? Because chess increases a
child’s ability to concentrate, to reason logically, to.win
gracefully and to lose without having it shake their
sel-confidence, respond parents and educators. Because chess
is fun, respond the kids, -almost as much fun as Nintendo.
Chess, whether you call it 2 game, a sport, & science, or an
art, is probably the most egalitarian playtime activity easily

- zccessible to inner-city and wealthy suburban lads alike. it

requires no costly equipment or special play area. For schools
and municipalities worried aSout high-priced liabiifty insurance,
the chances of chess injuries are next to nil. (The fathers of

: contenders however, have Deen known to engage in fist fights

(Cantmued on page 8)
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at national competitions.) Boys and girls of
all backgrounds can compete on equal terms.
and Jean to have faith in their abikty to think
and te make decisions that affect their future.
The most dramatic example of the positive

impact chess can have on: the lives of children
is the now almost legendary Roval Knights
chess team from New York City*s District
4 Junior High School P.S. 99, Severa! years
ago, chess enthustast and English teacher
William Hall took a group of non-English
speaking Pakistani, Hispanic and Chinese
youngsters, overcame the multiple language
barriers between them, and turned them into
an internationally recognized chess team. In
1986 when Hali convinced the school's
principal Edward Rodriguez to allow him to

.- set up a chess club, the chiidren were | ..
inner-city kids who had difSculty speaking
Englisk and were struggling to kold their
awn in an East Harlem junior high school.
Not enly did the club take hold, but the 12
chifdren began te win tournaments, which
eventually led them to a competition in ~ ™
Moscow. The Royal Knights, like the caleu-

* fus kids in the Gim Stand and Deliver, brought

+ pride to their communities and became 3
symbol of the patential buried in the schools
and children of American inner cities.
~ After the first flush of success, however,
the chiess team fell victim to the morass of
political turmoil in the New York City school
system. - The administration killed the pro-
gram,'* Hail, 3 New York City schoolteacher -
for 25 years, told the Aduocate. ‘Chess -
provided the drena for these students to 7 72
cormpate with the establishment and not on]y
demonstrate that they ate equal to other
students but that they ddn be superior,

-- Before this experience many of them had
failure expectations. The only way for them

to get attention was by acting out dnd being’ ~ also plays baseball and piino.

class elowns. They have gone on to become
honor students in high school and aze
planning to go on to college.””
Knights chess experiment proved a success
beyond anyone's wildest expectations and
yet in September the district supesintendent
and the school’s principal vetoed renewal of
" the team. *‘Maybe next year they m:ght
change their minds,' saxd Hall. “Al the ©
moment it's rather sz

Beginning With K.mdergarten

No chance of cutting back on chessat- =+
Daiton, There the school administration, the
parents and the kids are firmdy behind the-
program. Chess is included in the kindergar-
ten curriculum. There Is an after-school .
chess club and private lessons are available.
The Dalton team was started and is coached
by Yugoslavian born Svetozar Jovanovic, an
engineer and musician by training, a graphic ~
designer by prefessicn, and a chess teacher
by vocation, Jevanovic got invelved ir youth

* ¢hess in the U.S. when his own two sons
were attending public school in New York
mare than 10 years ago. In 1985 he setup
the chess program at Dalton with 16 kids.
Today there are 154 in kindargacten through
grade eight. *'Coaching chess is a labor of
love," says Jovanovic, who emigrated to the
U.5. 26 years aga. ''You know how teachers
are paid in the 1i,5. But I have the .
experience, the love and the knowledge to
do it and it makes me happy.”

On a recent sunny Saturday afterncon,
Dalton's chess playars and their parents
gathered in the school’s blue-and-white
linoleum tiled cafetenia for a chess tourna-
mexnt. The players, mostly beys, wore high
tops, blue jeans, and a rainbow of lee-shirts.
Some chewed wads ol gum as they pondered
their next move. During the match parents
were urged Lo remain outside. ‘Because
they gat noisy,” explained an eight-year-old® .
with a bowl haircut.

As the last minutes of his malch ticked
away, a curly haired contender rolled his
eyes and smiled slyly as he systematically
swept his oppenent's pieces from the board.
Mot far off s father, who had wandered
back into the cafeteria, nodded approvingly.
When victary was achieved the youngster
shat his arms into the air but stifled a ¢ry
which came aut as & whisper. Arcund him
other players continued their games unrul-

. continued Yourdon,
s -w;a player that he has had his opponent in check

for the past three moves. They also have to-
remembear to purch their own dock mstead :

Lk
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The famlly that plays tugether' kindergarten winner Jaoub Barandes (huldmg tmphy) mth his sister and
brcther and ehess coach Svetozar Iovanu\nc. o

l‘.led .

Badly beaten, one impish tow-haired
player approached Jovanovic and mustesing
a smile said, "' fost all of my games.'”
Jowanovic patted him on the head, ‘‘Well,

don’t leave yet because you still get a pin for -

p:lruczpaung '

" Beating Daddy

Most of the children do not come rom
chess-piaylng families. Some parents start
out playing against their youngsters but

an avld chess player, taught hxs son David,

2 third grader, and daughter Debarah, z first
grader, to play when they were about four, '
Debarzh, one of Dalton's rare female play-
" &rs, is now a national champion in her age -
group. *‘1 think it's a cultural message that
keeps girls from playing chess,”” said New-
man. "I think it"s & shame that so few gifls

“We encourage both our son and daughter

'. Deborah 6, whawasdressedmapmk

within a few months the kids are beating - .- jogging suit and woré a pink bow on her pony, <

" them on a regular basis. "“Most of the
, parents here are not really players,’’ said

' Ed Yourdon whose elght~year—old son David 3,

“'At first the
v, kids want to play every day until they can’~

. beat their parents. That usually happens -
The Royal s

within six months.”
Yourdon said he encourages tés son tn

play. chess because it teaches youngsters to - . intimidating to play as 2 womap,”
-'"bring order cut of chiaos, to develop skills . -
-, in Jogic and in sportsmanship.”” The empha-

‘sis here is on teaching the kids responsibility,
No one is going to tell

of allowing it to run down.'’
Seme childran do learn to play r.hess :zt
home before coming to Dalton. Jelf Newmnn,

First pface Dalton‘thess tournament winner
Mark 0'Neill, 8, with mother Pam. “Chess
teaches good sportsinanshig,” says Pam 0'Neil.
“You den't win every time.”

'_ »don't play chess tn the U.S. because of .-

tail had just wan another trophy. I like to ~
trophies,” she said as she darted aeross
the cafeteria behind S fnend “! e got a,

. whole bunch."””
¥5sMost chess players befieve that » wumen

- culturgl bias. Peggy Yik, a 1?-year—o]d semorJ
at Dalton, is an exception. Chess is
* explained
Yik,who worked with Jnvanqvic when he

.+ was setting up the chess program at Dalton,

“*The guys can make me nervous. If you'ra

the only git, it"s haed to go into 2 match. .

Everything is geared to the guys." .
Dalton chess analyst and coach John

Litvinchuk was on the road to becoming a

Grand Master before giving up chess for

studies in economies and Russian at Yale -

University. Now a serdor at Yale, Litvinchuk .
is a tall, athletic 21

" year-old who emi-
grated with ks Smily
from the Soviet Un-

. jonat age 11. By age
12 he was the young-
est chess master in
the U.S, Had he
stayed in the Soviet

, Union he would be a

“ . professional chess
player today, Lit-
vinchuk said. "'T used
to spend a ot of time
studying chess before
going to Yale but fi-
mancially it'snat
worth pucsuing in the
U.8. 1could have
been a professionat
plaver but [ chose to
take the easy way
out. To be a workd-
class leve!f chess
player you have to
study from six and
eight hours a day.”
But time spent on
chess was {ar from
wasted, Litvinchuk be-
feves. *'It develops
Iogic and znalyscal
thinking. You have to
be able o sit for eight
hours or more at a

* stretch, In chess

Yale are interesting
because [ find out

L

study is very impor-....
wunt, My studies at -7 .

"_ jahout a lat of different things but to a certain
'extent they are easier than studying chess.”'

" To make it as 2 world-class chess player,

- according to Jovanovic, it takes even more
" than talent and hard work. [t also takes '"the
*; right temperament,”” he said, "It takes the

desire to win, to be able to functon under

" tremendous pressure, to fight back and to
“play,'’ added the children's mother, Elana,

counter-attack. To try to survive under the

fe o - worst and best conditions, Even with enar-
t

mous talent but without the right charzcter

 one could pever make it close to the top.”

; Before Litvinchuk dedded o abandon a

usreer a3 a'chess professional he consulted
_ijmnowc who advised him to purswe his ~ -

studias at Yale instead. ' told John there are
no rewards for prefessional chess players in
the U.5.," Jovanovic said. *'I told him with

"a rating as grandmaster and $1 you can buy
.a subway teken. In the Soviet Union it means .

something to be 2 grandmaster. You are a

" hero there.””

I Europe and in the Sociabist countries in
particular chess is supporied and encouraged

-in much the same way as tennis and baseball
_are in the U.S. Expert chess players there
can expect to eam 2 comfortable Eving, At

zge 12 or 13, when a good chess player in the
USSR is being primed for future glory,

American parents are telling their kids to quit
_wasting time on a board game and geton wth

their studies and sports that may win them a
scholarship.

Not So Special

None of the young chess players wha
competed in the recent Dalton tournament
are considering a career in chess. For the
majority it is ane of many after-school
activities, First prize toumament winner
Mark Q' Neill, an articulate blond gight-year-
old, also slds, takes karate classes, and
collects baseball cards. Mark, who bagan
playing chess with his father and clder
brother, devotes about a half hour to the
game daily and takes a couple of after-schaol
lessans each week. '‘Mark, like all chess
kids, loves math and computers,'’ says his
mother Pam, Like just about every athar kid
his age Mark is an avid Nintendo player,
While he enjoys playing chess, Mark plans
to be a professional basebail player when he
grows up. ''He evens talks about what he'll
do when he retires from baseball in his 30s.""
said his mothar,

Michag! Shulman, 7, is anether Dalton
chess player who slips chess into a busy
schedule. Michae! plays Timothy Hunter or
the TV soap opera ANl My Children. For the
past few weeks Michael has been playing a
It of chess, said his father Julius Shulman.
'His TV parents are on vacation 80 he’s off
the show right row.'" Michael, a Ively blond,
bounced around the reom after his win,
grinning widely. **TV and chess are both the
same,"” he said. "I love to win in chess and
I love to be on TV." Then turning back lo
his father he said, **You know that was the
mast humongous game | ever played.”

Jovanovic heids school tournaments to
spur student interest and help build team

{Continued on page 8)
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hands out the awards.

spirit, he said. Through his efforts
Dalton has won the 1985, 1586,
1987 and 1988 National Primary
School Team Champicnships, the
1987 and 1988 National Elementary
Schaol Team Champicnships and
the 1988 Junior High Schoel Cham-
pionship. Dalton players will be
competing in the National Scholas-
tic Charnp:cms}ups to be held Aprit
28-30 at Arizena State Umverslty
in Tempe. i

While he encourages compeu-
tion, Jovanovic cautions parentis
against pushing their children too
hard, I tell them that chess is the
means, not the end’ Ifa chifd « .« -
+doesn't like toumamcnts, dor't”
make him play.” Enthusfasm is the
criterion for admission to the Dal-
ton chess club, ‘It doesn’t matter
how strong a player is; if he wants
to play ther he plays.” Because .
chess is essentialy problem solv-
ing, the only way for a child 10 excel
is to learn to sofve problems intellactu-
ally and estiveticatly, Jovanovic says.
“To solve the problem is an imme-
diate grzufication and a step to-
wards solvmg gven more cnmplac
problems.””

During school toumarnents the
tension level remains fow, At the
national chzampionships, winning ot
losing can seem like a matter of life
and death to some, said Yourdon.
""There have been times when fist

pienty of yelling and shouting,”” he
said. Even at Dalton the ldds will
play their match '‘no holds barred™
he admitted. **They’ll sit by pas-
sively and watch as am opponent’s
ciock runs down because he forgot
to punch it."" Jen Ruch, 10, a
national champion for his grade last
year, agreed that winning isn't
everything. "1 don't mind losing
as long a5 it's not an important
competition.””

Each afternoon fovanovie con-
ducts chess sessions for Dalton
students from kindergarten age on
up. The children are matched by
chess abifity rather than age., “It
is important for the children to get
a chance to winw.and to lose,™ he
belieyes. His approach is directed
towards encausaging problern soly-
ing and to aurturing self-confidence
and good spartsmanship among the
children. Lessons are broken into
simple units with simple concepts,
ane building on the other. Jovanovic
teaches principles first. Instead of

memarnizing specific openings, stu-
dents learn the foundation of good
epening play—centrol the center,
develop pieces, castle to protect
the king, [nstead of analyzing grand-
master games, Jovanovic personal~
izes the course by analyzing the
students’ own games,

“*The most important thing is to
encourage love of the beauty of

CONTINUED FROM PAGE &

- of the gzme are easy to learn and

fights have hroken out and there is .

chess,’" he said, '"Chess is an art.
Students should be encouraged to
zeach beyond themselves, to use
their creative talents to find the
best possible move, not just an
acceptable ane.”* He encourages
admiration for the beauty of a move
or a game. “‘You can win, but the

win may be a s!oppy one and that

is not good chess.”

Jovanovu: believes the Daltan
experience is one which can be
repreduced nationwide with the
cocperation of scheel administza- -
tions ang parents. The rudiments

those who show the desite can take

" chess lessons after school in much

the same way they would partic-

- pate in any other after- school activ- -

ity. Chess is a game of limitless
complexity but the beauty af itis
that players at almost any level can

‘ enjoy its surprises and challenges.

The mare one plays and leams -
about the game, the more absorb-
ing it becomes.

In Connectleut modest attempr.s
are under way to encourage schools
to set up chess clubs. In January
Rob Roy of Waterbury, president
of the Cormecticut Chess Associa~

.tion, sent 2 letter to principals
theoughout the state offering the

association’s aid in setting up school
chess programs ot giving help to
existing ones. “'Chess develops
Ingical and precise thinking,"* said
Ray, the Association’s newly elected
president. ""Chess encourages pa-
tience, sharp memory, the ability
to concentrate, probigm-solving
skills, and the understanding that
certain behaviors carry certain con-
sequences. Children with special
problems can also learn chess. I
taught a successfd course for
emotionally and educationally disad-
vantaged children in the Waterbury
schools and used chess as a way [or
them to learn and practice self-
control. i was like turming on
switches in their heads. You see
the child looking at & problem,
breaking it down, then putting the
whole thing back together. The
process involves recall, analysis,
judgment and abstract reasoning.'’
Locatly, Steven Qpalanke, prasi-
dent of the Trumbull High School
chess club said he was having
difficulty getting the club off the
ground, “Wa don't have that many
members, only five, [ wanted to
et matches with other schools but
that fell apart.”* Opalasko, who
learned chess at age nine, has been
playing off and on since then,
*Chess is the perfect game,"’
said, ““The rufes are simple to
iearn, it is challenging and it's fan.
[t's hard to imagine that something
that apgears so simple could really
be so intricate when you begin to
study it. When [ started studying

he

CHECK MATES

7
ELADNE QSOWSKI FHOTO

Trophy time at the Dalton chess ¢lub teurnament. Ceach Svetozar lovanovic

the games znd learning the tech-
nique it really became (ascinating."”
Local chess playars decry the
lack of interest in chess in the U.5.
“'In the USSR the povernment
supports chess, it's ke baseball .
hera,” said Kenneth Krysta, a
chess player fram Easton. "*[t
sheuld be encouraged more hete,”’
Krystz, who taught for six months
at Bullard Havens vocational scheel
in Bridgeport, said, "Thizis a
society of nstant gratification, Our
kids are interested in wearing Walk-

- mans all day long instead of putling
: anytlung won.hwhile mto Lheu'

heads.”* .. -
Joe Hoddy of the Candlewnod
Chess Club in Brookfield 2aid the
club had occasionally attracted young
players but they were scon discour-
aged. ““Whena young personcomes
to the club there is no one theirage
for them to play with. If they play

. against more experienced players

no one is going to {ose on purpose
sa they get disheartened, Most

chess players are more interested
in their own egos than they are in

_helping kids out. Then there is the

problem of transpertation. A parent

- would have to drive them to the

firehouse where we meet, If the
parents don't play, it's hard for
them to wait arcund. One parent
told us that watching a chess game
was like walching grass grow. My
awn son began chess at our club.

: Every week he got whipped so

eventually he quit coming. Then in
high scheol he joined a chess club
and be whipped them. He was hot
znd heavy at it for awhile until he
r.hscover:d girls. Then he quit

again.

In Bethiehem, Cynthia Rabinaw-
itz set up a chess club in the school
when her son El started kindergar-
ten, Thres years later the club has
26 members from kKiadergarten
through 6fth grade. “'People imag-
ine that only Kids with a very high
IQ are interested in chess butit's
really not true, In my experience
all sorts of kids comie to the chess
¢lub, At first [ was afraid that
people would think cfit asa
baby-sitting session but the kids
genuinely want to play. The parents

. tell me that their children are

playing with their father, or uncle
oz a brother or somecne else in the
family who knows how. The social
aspect is very good because it
brings famidy members tagether.
And with chess the more you
develop your skills the mare inter-
esting and challenging it becomes.
It just grabs you. You can start a
new game in the same way a5 the
last one and it becames different.
The problems ara infinitely chal-
lenging.'".
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State Chess Championships.

tea, were famlly; TV basketbalt
days of springlike weather.

pay some bliis,

Love of the game
unites competitors
for state chess title

By KEITH HAGEL

‘They came, they played and they conguered,
Well, some conquered. Others got crushed,

From throvghout the state and as far sorth as
Canada, more than 110 cheS¥ players toted Thesy
sets, clocks, boards and dreams to Waterbury this
weekend Lo logk knlghts in the 199% Cmgec}!sqt

The competiters cheerfully spent up to ¢lght o
more hours on both Saturdey and Sunday Inental [
combat in a single, long room at the Howard John-"

son Plaza Hotel. Left behind, and generaily forge
games and Lwo °

Most players came to pursue affalrs with
square, nge-old game thai has been deseribed as a
Jealous mistress. More than a few also hoped to use
some of {he $1,500 1n ptize money to have & fling or . oot :

- . Rich Bacer of Avon concentrates Sunday ’
| aring a getne at the Connecticut State
Please tarn to A3, CHESS' Cllm‘ Champlonships at the Howard

[ |

& 64-

ls.j

. Johsgon

Bauer won $150 and his second consecn-
tive state ¢hampioaship. |

Michatl Asiro/ Stail Fhalogragher
Plaza Hotel in Waterbury,

CHESS .

dpnllnued from Page One

.The four-reund champlonskips,
which were being held In Waterbury
far the flrst time, were divided by
players' natlonal ratings Inie three
major sections: epen, classic and am-
ateur {amateur, that is, by tourna-
ment standards,— most players even
in thle section make short, savage
work of “woodpushers” who dabble
at the game.),

+ In additicn, one-day events were
held Saterday in high school and
mlddle school/elementary schecl di-
vistons. Ten players competed In the
kigh school section, while eight
squared off In the younger divisten. -
<" Durlng the heat of the competitien,
the sounds of sllence reigned In the
tournament room, with even

whispers occasiorally drawing a
“shh!’ or a glare from a player. The
most {requent noises were the qulet
hum of air conditioning and the tick-
Ing of chess clocks, which recorded
how much time ike players spent on
moves.

« Under the tournament rules, play-
ers had 90 rinutes of their own time
to make 30 moves, with faster con-
trols for games that went longer.

- Inevitably, partlcularly in the flrst
round, some games didn't go very
long at all as stronger players
ground up weaker or more inexperi-
enced opponents. Otker contests
droned on hour afier hour, with play-
-ers flip-flopping between elation and
tn:lle;]eclim\, and vitality and exhaies-
‘tien. :

The fournament drew z goodly re-
pesentation of the chess devetees in
the state — the players who study
-¢hess manuals, play regularly at
chiess clubs and compete in tourma-
‘ments when they can.

One such entrant was Paul Kollar
of Oxford. Manager of computer op-
‘érations for Tetley Ine. in Shelton,
Kotlar, 42, was competing in his flrst
tournament in two years, aithough he
plays regularly at Friday-night
‘mieetings of the Huntinglon Chess
-Club in Shelton.

-.For Kollar, the state champion-
ships represenied ar [deal opportuni-
«ty o test hia strength.

‘=™Every chess player Is hoping o
-fmprove,” Kollar said. "The acld test
-of improvement [s Lo play stronger
‘players. A tournament, with money,
titles and trephies at stake, is the
réal thing.”

" 'Kellar has played tournament
chess for abait 20 years and sees the
igame as a lifelong source of njoy-
ment.

“Chess Is beautiful. It has an artis- -

g side, where one's creativity can
be exercised,'” ke sald,

‘Kollar aise enjoys the camarader-
iz of tournaments. Friends and co-

e

Robert Gagnon, front feft, f lﬂt-place‘winner in
the amateur division, concentrates In his [inal-
round gzme against Chris Walsh in the 1989 Con-

workers can appreclate his Interest
in chess, he sald, “but no ane can
know it and lave It tike these guys.”

One of “these guys" was John Bi-
ley of Hartford, who plays regularly
in tournaments despite belng blind.
Billey uses special equipment, with
elevated pleces on pegs, to enable
him to “see” the positlon. A sighted
opponent will announce a move {o
hlm, and Billey manipulates the
pieces on his board to plan hia re-
Sponse,

The state champlenships alo at-
tracted some of the top players In
New England, includlag John Curdo,
57, of Cheimaford, Mass., who has
won nearly 400 iournaments during
40 years of competitive play and has
won ar tled for flrst seven times in
the New England championships.

Curdo, a full-time chesa profes-
slonal for rmany years, now works as
a printer part-time “to pay the rent,”

Wolcott 6th-graders

Five Wolcott sixth-graders got
their chess baptlsm of fire Saturday
at the 1989 Connectlent State Chess
Championships.

And they walked out with a smile.

Accompanied by the director of
the Aleott Middle School’s cheas elub,
Jlmmy Pouchet, Tom Laurendeaus,
Dennis Cleary, feremy Sznzone and
Steve 'Cortiglano tock part In the [n-
termedlate school/elementary
school divislon of the tournament,
the first time they had played com-
petitively, T

Accordlng to the director, Rich
Planlier, a sixih-grade teacher at the
schoal, the day was a learning expe-
rlence in the best sense,

but continues to earn a portion of his
living from the 30-35 weekend events
e competes In each year,

Curdo recalled playing in a tourna-
ment abeut 19 years ago in Water-
bury, sleeping in his car overnight,
he sald. Thls time, he siayed at the
hatel,

*'{ just live for chess,” Cerdo said,
but he bristled at the suggestion that
the large number of stropg players in
the Waterbury tournament might be
appeailng to him.

"You've gat that backwards," he
snapped. " came here to win men-
por 2

And wlh money he did, splitting
the tap cash prize of $600 with Rlek
Bauer of Avon; Tom O'Dornell of
Gloucesier, Ontario; and Dave Ross
of Montreal.

As the top-scoring player fram
Cenoneeticut, Bauer, for the second
year in a row, tock home the trophy

get taste of game

“E saw the klds grow tremerdously *
from the firat gama through the
fourth,” Plantier said. They learned
more than I could have taught in four
years.

“I ean't 3y encugh how impreased
I waa with the operation, It was so
amogth,” Plantier zaid of the cham-
pionships, which were directed by
Rob Roy of Waterbury. Roy, preai-
-dent of the Coanecticut State Chess
Assoclation, alse writes a weekly
chess column in The Sunday Republl-
can,

“The klds played the game in ils
spirit,” Plantier said. “It was a tre-
mendous day for them and me.”

Michael Asaro/Statf Photographer

pecticut State Chess Championships. The tourna-
- ments concluded Sundny at the Howard Jobnson
Plaza Hotel in Waterbury.

and title of state champion,

The winner of the classic division
was flichard Garcia of East Hart.
ford, viz Peru, who was playing in
his {irst American tournament. Rob-
erl Gagnon of Bast Hampton woen the
amateur division.

One group not making a dent ia the
tournament standiags was women.
There are some fairly strong female
players In the state, but they were
not In evidence. in fact, aot a single
womau competed, and only z few
watehed.

ftosemary Farrell, 24, of Dover
Plalns, N.Y., accompanled her boy-
friend, Bobby Slmmons, aise of
Dover Plains, to the lournament.

Ma, Farrell plays chess “a little,”
but doubts she could compete com-
petitively.

“Some players can lose and lose
well,” she said, “Some can lose and
are devastated. Sometimes they
can’t even drive away after a tourna-
ment. They don't know which way to

"1 keep thinking 1t must be a
worthwhile hobby,” sald Ms. Facrell,
who 2dmlitted she went shopping
three times during the weekend.

Or as Paul Kollar sald, "for a
spouse, teurnament play is a litle
worse than golf." T

Nevertheless, Koilar feels the
weekend was “time well spent.

“Chess players are a wildly
disparate group,” be sald, “Some are
liberals, some are conservatives.
Seme are intelligentsia, seme are
buffoons.

“The gne thing we have In com-
mon s our love of the game.”

Keith Hagel is a copy editor on
The Republican.



